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UM DEAN RECEIVES PHARMACY ALUMNUS AWARD
MISSOULA —
David Forbes, dean of The University of Montana School of Pharmacy and Allied
Health Sciences, recently was named Pharmacy Alumnus of the Year by the University of
Wisconsin, the institution where he earned his bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral degrees.
Forbes was honored for his 12 years as pharmacy dean at UM, where he transformed a
school at the brink of extinction to one with vital teaching and research programs. He also
oversaw a major renovation and pharmacy-building expansion.
The National Pharmacy Accreditation Board was not happy with UM ’s pharmacy
programs when Forbes took over in 1988. The school was in published probation status,
primarily because of its limited faculty.
“Fortunately, the Legislature took notice and gave us some resources,” Forbes said.
“That gave us a chance to fight for ourselves.”
It was a tough battle at first, he admits, because UM was thinking of eliminating highcost programs like pharmacy.
With seed money to expand the faculty base, the school began working to bring in
grants and develop private support. Today the school ranks 28th out of 82 pharmacy schools in
federal funding. Private support also has grown. Contributors gave $8.4 million toward the
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$10.4 million cost of renovating the pharmacy building and constructing the schools’s Skaggs
Building. The school also just received $700,000 from the Murdock Charitable Trust to buy
sophisticated research equipment.
Teaching, however, remains the school’s primary focus. “Our major strength is
educating young men and women to practice pharmacy,” Forbes said.
Recruiting and retaining American Indian pharmacy students also has been one of
Forbes’ goals throughout his career. Currently, the pharmacy school has 13 Indian scholars
among 220 entry-level students. That mirrors Indians’ representation in the state - 6 percent of
the population - and meets a campuswide goal.
“We found that (Indian) science training is poor, so we bring them into the University
in the summertime and teach them the courses they need for professional w ork,” Forbes said.
“We don’t make special exceptions for them to get in, but we do our best to support them.”
He said the campus visit also opens their eyes to a world of possibilities beyond the tiny
communities they come from. Forbes understands personally, since he comes from the small
Wisconsin town of Elroy.
Before coming to UM, Forbes was on the pharmacy practice faculty at North Dakota
State University from 1973 to 1988, serving as department chair his last year there. He also is
a charter member of the American Society for Pharmacy Law and a member of the Academy
of Pharmaceutical Sciences, the American Association of Colleges of Pharmacy and the
American Institute of the History of Pharmacy.

m
CBS
Local
Forbes, rl

